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PREFACE

The Statistical Abstract of the United Stales, published annually since 1878, is the
standard summary of statistics on the industrial, social, political, and economic
organization of the United States. It includes a selection of data from most of the
important statistical publications, both governmental and private. Of necessity, it
is limited primarily to the presentation of data for the country as a whole, and, to a
much lesser extent, to data for regions and individual States. Data for cities or other
small geographic units are shown only in a small number of instances.

This book is designed to fulfill two functions: First, to serve as a convenient volume
for statistical reference; and second, to serve as a guide to other statistical publications
and sources. The source of each table presented is given at the foot of the table. The
publications cited usually contain additional statistical detail relating to the subject
matter shown, and a more complete discussion of relevant definitions and concepts
than can be presented here. Also, they may supply data for smaller geographic units.
Where contributing agencies are cited as sources, without mention of publications,
more detailed information frequently is available from their unpublished tabulations
and records.

1952 edition.—This edition is the seventy-third annual issue. The statistics shown
are the latest which were available in the early part of the 1952 calendar year. The
year, 1952, used to designate this edition represents both the year during which compil-
ation occurred and the year of publication.

Each year several sections are subjected to intensive review. This review intr oduccs
new subject material of current interest and eliminates data that are less timely or
appear in greater detail than seems warranted.

This issue initiates a section entitled “Comparative International Statistics.”” ‘This
new section will enable the user of the Siatistical Abstract to compare the United States
currently in a number of significant respects with other leading countries of the world.
New sections of the Absiract are necessarily experimental as to content and form.
Comments and reactions from users are especially helpful and most welcome in deter-
mining their development in future issues.

Special efforts have been made to include as much material as was available, at the
time the various sections were sent to print, from the 1950 Censuses of Agriculture,
Population, and Housing. Statistics of these censuses will be found in the appropriate
gsections.

Other changes of importance in this edition involve particularly section 28, Mining
and Mineral Produets; section 9, Military Services and Vetérans’ Affairs; seetion 21,
Transportation, Air and Land; and section 30, Manufactures. The Mining and
Mineral Products section has been substantially revised and rearranged with the
cooperation of the Bureau of Mines. Much completely new material has been added,
as well as significant new detail to old material. - Also, this section has now been
brought into line with the material appearing in Historical Statistics of the United Stales,
1789-1945 (see p. IV).

The Military Services and Veterans’ Affairs section provides eight new tables in-
cluding those on Federal expenditures for the military and for veterans, casualties in
prineipal wars, status of Selective Service registrants, and others. In the Transporta-
tion section, material on eivil aeronautics has been considerably expanded and now
includes figures on air carrier revenues and expenses, and civil airplane output, air
carrier personnel, and employment in aireraft industries, In the Manufactures
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section, new material includes a substantial selection from the Annual Survey of Manu-~
factﬂres: 1949 and 1960. This new material brings to date much of the material from
the 1947 Census of Manufactures previously included in this section.

Other significant additions sre the tables showing disposable personal income in
current and constant prices and distribution of income since 1919 among upper and
lower income groups; both of these tables appear in section 11, Income and Expendi-
tures. New material iz also included in other sections on purchasing power of the
dollar; on hourly and weekly earnings in constant and current dollars; on national farm
produet, and farm labor productivity; on sales of home appliances; on international
investments; and on a number of other subjeets.

With respect to content other than tabular, efforts to expand the general notes
preceding each section were continued. A new feature is the inclusion, on the first
page of text in each section, of the date on which the material for the section as a whole
was sent to print. This date serves as a reference point both for those statistics which
are subject to revision by the issuing agencies and also to indicate the approximate date
on which the section was organized from the latest material available. In addition,
3 new charts have been added, making a total of 31 maps and charts now presented.

Integration with historical supplement.—The comparison and mutual adjustment
of statistics in the annual Stalistical Absirael and in Historical Stalistics of the United
States, 1789-1945, has now been completed in all major aspects. In consequence,
this annual volume now stresses even more greatly materials of current interest.
The practice of cross-referencing tables in this book (in headnotes) to time series in
the historical supplement has been continued,

The historical appendix (see appendix I, tables A and B) continues to brmg to date
the statistical time series shown to 1945 in Hisiorical Statistics. In this appendix
the user of the annual volume will find the earliest date to which each series is carried
in the historical supplement. TFor the supplement user, the appendizes, in addition
to bringing each series to date (where possible), also indicate the table in the present
Stalistical Abstract in which the same or related data may be found. Where figures
for 1945 and earlier years are known to have been revised from those shown in the
supplement, the revisions have been listed in appendix I, table B. No attempt has
been made to list specific sources of data in appendix I because of the space problem.
In general, the source agencies are the same as for the same, series specified in the
supplement, or noted at the bottom of the current Staiistical Abstract table.

A statement on more detailed use of the historical appendixes will be found in the
headnotes on the first page of each appendix table.

Supplements to the Abstract.—The Staiistical Abstract, as an annual one-volume
publication, is of necessity Himited in amount of detail shown. Businessmen, teachers,
librarians, public cfficials, professional workers, and others often require data for
individual cities, counties, metropolitan areas, and other small areas as well as for
States. Economists, teachers, students, and others frequently need more historieal
information. To meet such requests for more detail, a series of supplements to the
Abstract has been issued.

The most recent supplement, the County and Cily Dala Book, 1949, 1ssued in June,
1952, represents both a revision (bringing to date) and a consohdatlon of two earlicr
supplements, the County Daia Book, issued 1947, and the Cities Supplement, issued
1944. The County and City Data Book, 1949, brings together 101 items of information
for each State, each county, and each standard metropolitan area and 92 items for
each of about 400 cities having 25,000 or more inhabitants in 1940, Broad subject
fields covered include the 1948 Census of Business, 1947 Census of Manufactures,
1945 Census of Agriculture, 1948 vital statistics, 1949 bank deposits, 1948 city govern-
ment employment and finances and other items of economic and social importance.
This volume is on sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D, C.;
for $3.50.
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Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789—1844, a historical supplement, was
published in July 1949. This volume brings together 3,000 statistical series which
extend back through time. Data are shown for each year back to 1789 or to the
earliest data available for the series. In the preparation of this supplement the
Bureau had the cooperation of a special committee of the Social Science Research
Council set up to advise the Director of the Census on a source book of historical
statistics and of the Committee on Research in ILconomic History under the auspices
of the Social Science Research Council. This volume is on sale by the Superintendent
of Documents, Washington 25, D. C., for $2.50. The statisties.in this supplement
are brought to date each year in the appendix of the annual Siatistical Abstract, begin-
ning with the 1949 edition.

Responsibility.—As implied in the title, the contents of this volume are taken
from a large number of sources, as indicated in the list of agencies furnishing material.
(See pages XII-XV.) The Bureau of the Census cannot accept the responsibility
for the accuracy or limitations of the data presented here, other than for those which
it collects. However, the responsibility for selection of the material for the general
user and for proper presentation rests with the Bureau, even though carried out with
the cooperation of many technicians who have given unselfishly of their time and
knowledge in order to assist the Bureau’s stafll in making the presentation as meaningful
and useful as possible.

The cooperation of the users must also be acknowledged. Many persons have
written offering suggestions for improving the presentation of the material. These
letters have been most helpful and users are urged to continue to make their needs
known. All suggestions will be carefully considered in planning future editions.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED
write to the agency indicated in the source note to the table which covers the
desired subject.

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS
should be sent to
The Director
Bureau of the Census
Washington 25, D, C.
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TABLES BY SOURCE

Table numbers followed by ‘‘co-op.” indicate that the statistics were compiled in
cooperation with another agency; those followed by “‘part’ indicate that statistios
from another source appear in the same table.
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787, 788 (part), 790, 792, 793, 822

Bureaun of Human Nutrition and Home
Eeconomies:
100 (co-op.)
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Production” and Marketing Admmls-
tration:
101-103, 722, 728, 777, 779 (part),
788 (part), 791 (part)

Rural Electrification Administration:

582

Boil Conservation Service:
687-689

American National Red Crogs:
255

X1

Board of Governars, Federal Reserve
System:
213, 310-312, 391, 393, 436, 437, 440,
449, 448-453, 455, 464, 465, 487-489,
492, 403, 495 (part), 503, 527, 528, 840,
898, 016, 918, 1014, 1060, 1061
Bureau of the Budget:
241, 242, 858-363, 407, 895
Civil Aeronautics Board:
645 (co-op.)
Civil Service Commisgsion:
299, 300, 395-403
Comuuerce:
Bureau of the Census:
Agriculture:
674-682, 694 (co-op.), 695, 696,
608--704., 705~706 (co-op.), 714-7186,
724730, 739, 740, 774 (part), 775,
776 (part), 782-784, 789, 795, 706
Business:
10401045, 1049, 1050, 1052—1058,
1062-1070
Census of Electrical Industries:
576, 630
Foreign Trade:
342, 343, 649-651, 661-666, 733,
785, 736, 743 (part), 771 (part),
772, 792 (part), 841, 883, 971
(part), 975 (part), 976, 977, 986,
1006-1013, 1015, 1016, 1018-1029,
1031, 1032 (part), 1033-1038
Governments:
347, 405, 406, 408-435
Industry:
560-562, 742, 754 (part), 765, 756,
778, 794, 811-818, 820, 844, 862,
914, 915, 917, 919-922, 925-935,
943-953, 955, 956, 959, 961, 963—
968, 974, 979-984, 987-995



TABLES BY SOURCE

Commerce—Continued
Bureau of the Census—Continued
Population and Housing:
1-16, 18-41, 43-56, 121-132, 205~
200, 218-223, 251, 316-824, 345,
352, 906-913
Bureau of Public Roads:
229, 589-506, 597 (part), 598-600
Civil Aeronautics Administration:
640, 641, 642-645 (co-op.), 646
Maritime Administration:
648, 667
National Production Authority:
771 (part), 891, 936 (part), 940, 960,
Office of Business Economics:
302-306, 308, 300, 329, 384, 495
(part), 497 (part), 505, 518, 519, 524—
526, 529, 531 (co-op.), 532-534, 691,
692, 821, 842, 996-1001, 1039, 1046~
1048, 1051, 1074
Office of International Trade:
1017
Patent Office:
540542
Weather Bureaus
178-190
Congress:
Clerk of House:
344, 346, 348351, 353-355 (all part)
House of Representatives, 8lst Con-
gress, 2d Session:
191
Library of Congress:
353~354 (part), 563
Office of Congressional Directory:
353 (part)
Senate Library:
355 (part)
Council of Economic Advisers:
227, 301, 307, 313
Defense:
Air Force:
249
Army:
244, 647, 652-654, 658, 659
Navy:
245-248
Office of Secretary:
243

XII1

Federal Communications Commission:
545549, 551, 552, 554-559

TFederal Deposit Insurance Corporation:
466470

TFederal Power Commission:
339, 840, 572-575, 578-580, 583, 588

| Federal Security Agency:

Office of Education:
133-159

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation:
297, 208

Public Health Service:
42, 58-82, 84-86, 89-98, 601604

Social Security Administration:
264-276, 280206

Federal Trade Commission:

923, 924

Housing and Home TFinance Agency:

Home Loan Bank Board:
462, 471-475, 477479

Public Housing Administration:
003-905

Interior;

Alaska Railroad:
629

Bureau of Indian Affairs:
204

Bureau of Land Management:
102 (part), 193-201

Bureau of Mines:
571, 835-839, 843 (part), 845-850,
852-859, 861, 863-877, 879, 881, 882,
884890, 958

Bureau of Reclamation:
683686

. Tish and Wildlife Service:

791 (part), 823-834

National Park Service:
202, 203

Office of the Secretary:
192 (part)

Interstate Commerce Commission:
605—613, 614 (part), 615-623, 625~628,
631, 632, 634—-637, 860

Justice:

Bureau of Prisons:
171-177 - :

Tederal Bureau of Investigation:
160-163

Immigration and Naturalization:
104-120
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XIV TABLES BY SOURCE

‘Labor: 7
Bureau of Employees’ Compensation:
404 :

Bureau of Employment Security:
277-285

Bureau of Labor Statistics:
210-212, 214, 224-226, 228, 230-240,
315, 325-328, 330 (part), 331, 333,
" 335-388, 341, 490, 491, 553, 843
(part), 851, 802-864, 001, 1059
Mutual Security Agency:
1002-1005
National Forest Reservation Commission:
803 :

Panama Canal:
655-657
Post Office Department:
461, 564570
Railroad Retirement Board:
286-288 ’
Reconstruction Finance Corporation:
460
Securities and Exchange Commission:
463, 404, 409, 502, 504, 507, 521, 531
(co-op.)
Selective Service System:
250
State:
Bureau of United Nations Affairs:
1085
Tariff Commission:
957
Treasury:
Bureau of Comptroller of Currency:
445-447, 454, 456459
Bureau of Customs!
669-671, 1030, 1032 (part)
Bureau of Internal Revenue:
364-382, 520, 622, 523, 530, 786,
937-039, 941, 042
Bureau of the Mint:
443, 444, 878, 880
Tiscal Service: ]
356, 357, 383, 385-390, 892, 438, 439
Veterans’ Administration:
252-254, 256-263

Other Government Agencies

New York State, Department of Publie
Works:
660
United Nations:
Statistical Office:
1077, 1078, 1079 (part), 1080-1084
Food and Agriculture Organization:
1079 (part)

Nongovernment Agencies

American Bureau of Shipping:
668
American Gas Association:
584587
American Iron and Steel Institute:
969, 970, 971 (part), 972, 978, 975
(part), 978 (part)
American Medical Association:
87, 88
American Telephone and Telegraph Co.:
543, 544
Ameriean Transit Association:
633
Association of American Railroads:
614 (part), 624
Automobile Manufacturers’ Association:
897 (part)
Bureau of Advertising of American
Newspaper Publishers Association:
1073
Bus Transportation:
638, 639 ‘
Commercial and Financial Chronicle:
441 (part), 6500, 506
I, W. Dodge Corporation:
896, 897
Dun & Bradstreet, Ine.:
5356539
Tdison Llectric Institute:
577, 581
EKlectrical Merchandisings:
9085
Ingineering and Mining Journal:
843 (part)
Engineering News Record:
899, 900, 902
Federal Reserve Bank of New York:
332
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Iron Age:
978 (part)
Lloyds, London:
672, 673
Los Angeles Clearing House:
441 (part)
Metal Statistics:
843 (part)
Moody’s Investors’ Service:
498
National Association of Hosiery Manu-
facturers:
954
National Board of Fire Underwriters:
515
National Bureau of Feonomic Research:
314, 330 (part), 497 (part)
National Council of Churches of Christ in
the United States of America:
57
National Canners Association:
936 (part)

XV

National Fertilizer Association:
718
National Industrial Conference Board:
334
New York Stock Exchange:
496
Petroleum Data Book:
843 (part)
Printers’ Ink Publications:
1071, 1072
Publishers’ Information Bureau, Ine.:
1075, 1076
Spectator:
508-514, 516, 517
Steel:
978 (part)
Tanners’ Council of America:
962
United States Savings and Loan League:
476
Western Union Telegraph Co.:
550
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